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Date 

Taught: 
 Fourth Grade 

Unit 1:  Geography and U.S. Regions 
Timeline:   

CMA:   

 SS-04-4.1.1 

Students will use geographic tools (e.g., maps, charts, graphs) to identify and describe natural 

resources and other physical characteristics (e.g., major landforms, major bodies of water, 

weather, climate, roads, bridges) in regions of Kentucky and the United States. DOK 2 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can label the parts of a map (title, compass rose, legend, scale, insert map). K 

• I can differentiate between the different types of maps (physical, political, road, product, 

and historical). R This means I can tell the characteristics of different types of maps. 

• I can give examples of natural resources. R 

• I can identify and describe different major land forms and bodies of water. K This means I 

know what the land forms look like and can use details to tell what they are. 

 

 SS-04-4.1.2 

Students will use geographic tools to locate major landforms, bodies of water, places and objects 

in Kentucky by their absolute and relative locations. 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can distinguish between absolute and relative location. R This means I can tell the 

difference between absolute and relative location. 

 

 SS-04-4.1.3 

Students will describe how different factors (e.g. rivers, mountains) influence where human 

activities were/are located in Kentucky. 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can describe how different factors (rivers, mountains) influence where human activities 

were located in Kentucky. K 

 

 SS-04-4.2.1 

Students will compare regions in Kentucky and the United States by their human 

characteristics (e.g., language, settlement patterns, beliefs) and physical characteristics (e.g., 

climate, landforms, bodies of water). DOK 2 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can define human and physical characteristics. K 

• I can compare regions of the United States by their human and physical characteristics. R 

This means I can tell how the US are alike and different. 
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 SS-04-4.3.1 

Students will describe patterns of human settlement in regions of Kentucky and explain how 

these patterns were/are influenced by physical characteristics (e.g., climate, landforms, bodies 

of water).  

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can explain why physical characteristics of regions influenced where humans settled in the 

US.  R This means I can tell how the land effected where people lived. 

 

 SS-04-4.3.2 

Students will describe how advances in technology (e.g., dams, reservoirs, roads, irrigation) 

allow people to settle in places previously inaccessible in Kentucky. DOK 2 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can analyze how advances in technology have allowed people to settle in places 

previously inaccessible in the US. R This means I can investigate how new tools allow 

people to live where they could not before. 

 

 SS-04-4.4.1 

Students will explain and give examples of how people adapted to/modified the physical 

environment (e.g., natural resources, physical geography, natural disasters) to meet their 

needs during the history of Kentucky and explain its impact on the environment today. DOK 

3 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can give examples of how people adapted to/modified the physical environment to meet 

their needs in the US. R This means I can tell you how people changed their surroundings to 

help them live. 

 

 SS-04-4.4.2 

Students will describe how the physical environment (e.g., mountains as barriers for 

protection, rivers as barriers of transportation) both promoted and restricted human 

activities during the early settlement of Kentucky.  DOK 2 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can describe how the physical environment both promoted and restricted human 

development in the US. R This means I can use details to tell how the environment helped 

or harmed the movements of people in the US. 
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Date 

Taught: 
 Fourth Grade 

Unit 2:  Kentucky Regions 
Timeline:   

CMA:   

 SS-04-4.1.1 

Students will use geographic tools (e.g., maps, charts, graphs) to identify and describe natural 

resources and other physical characteristics (e.g., major landforms, major bodies of water, 

weather, climate, roads, bridges) in regions of Kentucky and the United States. DOK 2 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can label the parts of a map (title, compass rose, legend, scale, insert map). K 

• I can differentiate between the different types of maps (physical, political, road, product, 

and historical). R This means I can tell the characteristics of different types of maps. 

• I can give examples of natural resources. R 

• I can identify and describe different major land forms and bodies of water. K This means I 

know what the land forms look like and can use details to tell what they are. 

 

 SS-04-4.1.2 

Students will use geographic tools to locate major landforms, bodies of water, places and objects 

in Kentucky by their absolute and relative locations. 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can distinguish between absolute and relative location. R This means I can tell the 

difference between absolute and relative location. 

 

 SS-04-4.1.3 

Students will describe how different factors (e.g. rivers, mountains) influence where human 

activities were/are located in Kentucky. 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can describe how different factors (rivers, mountains) influence where human activities 

were located in Kentucky. K 

 

 SS-04-4.2.1 

Students will compare regions in Kentucky and the United States by their human 

characteristics (e.g., language, settlement patterns, beliefs) and physical characteristics (e.g., 

climate, landforms, bodies of water). DOK 2 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can define human and physical characteristics. K 

• I can compare regions of Kentucky by their human and physical characteristics. R This 

means I can tell how the US are alike and different. 
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 SS-04-4.3.1 

Students will describe patterns of human settlement in regions of Kentucky and explain how 

these patterns were/are influenced by physical characteristics (e.g., climate, landforms, bodies 

of water).  

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can explain why physical characteristics of regions influenced where humans settled in 

Kentucky.  R  This means I can tell how the land effected where people lived. 

 SS-04-4.3.2 

Students will describe how advances in technology (e.g., dams, reservoirs, roads, irrigation) 

allow people to settle in places previously inaccessible in Kentucky. DOK 2 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can analyze how advances in technology have allowed people to settle in places 

previously inaccessible in Kentucky. R  This means I can investigate how new tools allow 

people to live where they could not before. 

 SS-04-4.4.1 

Students will explain and give examples of how people adapted to/modified the physical 

environment (e.g., natural resources, physical geography, natural disasters) to meet their 

needs during the history of Kentucky and explain its impact on the environment today. DOK 

3 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can give examples of how people adapted to/modified the physical environment to meet 

their needs in Kentucky. R This means I can tell you how people changed their 

surroundings to help them live. 

 SS-04-4.4.2 

Students will describe how the physical environment (e.g., mountains as barriers for 

protection, rivers as barriers of transportation) both promoted and restricted human 

activities during the early settlement of Kentucky.  DOK 2 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can describe how the physical environment both promoted and restricted human 

development in Kentucky. R This means I can use details to tell how the environment 

helped or harmed the movements of people in the US. 

 SS-05-4.4.1 

 

Students will explain and give examples of how people adapted to/modified the physical 

environment (e.g., natural resources, physical geography, natural disasters) to meet their 

needs during the history of the U.S. (Colonization, Expansion) and analyze the impact on 

their environment.  DOK 3 

 

Learning Targets: 

• I can explain how people adapted/modified the physical environment (natural resources, 

physical geography, and natural disasters) to meet their needs and analyze the impact on 

their environment. R This means I can tell how people changed the land to meet their.  I can 

also give details on how this changed the land.   
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